
	

Continue

https://feedproxy.google.com/~r/Uplcv/~3/A3Ryygt5BCM/uplcv?utm_term=the+minister%27s+black+veil+analysis+pdf


The	minister's	black	veil	analysis	pdf

The	Minister's	Black	Veil	By	Nathaniel	Hawthorne	Anti-Transcendentalists	believed	that	everything	has	a	good	or	evil	side,	and	that	the	truths	about	these	matters	would	be	terrifying	and	disturbing.	Both	of	these	views	are	represented	in	the	story,	The	Minister's	Black	Veil,	where	Mr.	Hooper	wear's	a	black	veil	to	conceal	his	hidden	sin.	He	can't
understand	why	everyone	judges	him	differently	just	because	of	his	black	veil.	These	contrasting	views	help	us	view	ourselves	and	how	we	should	view	others.	In	the	story,	one	day	out	of	the	blue	Mr.	Hooper	just	starts	wearing	this	black	veil	and	the	people	have	no	idea	why	he	is	wearing	this	piece	of	crape.	They	then	start	treating	him	different
because	they	don't	like	the	black	veil.	They	also	can't	see	his	face	and	that	bugs	them.	They	feel	that	their	minister	has	gone	mad.	All	the	congregational	members	can	do	is	sit	and	whisper	among	themselves	and	try	and	figure	out	what	Mr.	Hooper	is	trying	to	accomplish	by	having	this	covering	on	half	of	his	face.	What	they	really	don't	know	is	that
Mr.	Hooper	has	this	veil	on	half	of	his	face	because	he	is	trying	to	hide	his	secret	sin.	He	doesn't	want	to	look	the	world	with	his	face	because	he	doesn't	want	them	to	see	him	and	look	in	his	eyes	and	be	able	to	tell	that	he	is	hiding	something	that	he	doesn't	want	anyone	to	know	about.	Even	his	fiancé	tries	to	get	him	to	remove	the	horrid	veil	and	he
said	he	would	when	the	hour	is	to	come.	He	knows	that	everyone	else	should	be	wearing	a	black	veil	because	they	are	all	hiding	their	secret	sin	as	well.	Mr.	Hooper	feels	that	his	secret	sin	is	a	very	evil	thing	and	he	doesn't	want	anyone	else	to	know	about	it.	The	people	in	his	congregation	don't	understand	why	he	has	to	cover	his	face	like	that	and
they	treat	him	a	lot	differently	now	just	because	he	has	the	veil	over	his	face.	Mr.	Hooper	doesn't	understand	why	his	people	would	treat	him	any	differently	because	he	hasn't	changed	at	all	as	a	person,	he	has	just	changed	his	appearance	somewhat	and	people	shouldn't	judge	one	another	on	their	appearance,	they	should	be	judged	on	their	inward
qualities.	Mr.	Hooper	feels	that	he	is	doing	what	is	good	by	shielding	the	world	of	his	sin	and	part	of	the	problem	his	congregation	has	is	that	they	too	have	a	secret	sin	and	they	don't	want	to	own	up	to	the	fact	that	they	do	and	admit	it.	Literary	Analysis	Essay	Symbolism	plays	a	major	role	in	the	“Minister’s	Black	Veil”	by	Nathaniel	Hawthorne.	It
influences	the	setting	of	the	story	and	it	complements	the	moral	message.	The	minister,	Mr.	Hooper,	has	a	lot	of	faith	and	is	very	committed	to	helping	the	society	to	be	more	faithful	and	closer	to	God.	He	lives	a	very	harsh	live	being	rejected	by	society	and	goes	through	unpleasant	moments	to	achieve	his	original	goal.	When	he	decides	to	wear	the
black	veil,	he	was	not	trying	to	be	mysterious	and	create	a	gloomy	environment	like	he	did;	he	had	much	more	than	that	in	mind.	The	Black	Veil	represents	the	thought	of	the	puritans	that	sin	was	an	inexcusable	mistake,	the	secret	sin	and	dark	side	in	each	individual,	and	he	uses…show	more	content…Hooper	evil	although	he	was	the	same	person
behind	the	veil.	All	the	people	in	town	already	see	the	veil	related	to	the	devil	or	something	gloomy	like	him,	yet	Mr.	Hooper	does	not	give	up	his	goal	and	uses	it	to	teach	a	lesson	impacting	people’s	lives.	Mr.	Hooper	has	an	effect	on	people	by	wearing	the	veil	and	he	uses	it	to	express	his	original	purpose.	Everyone	on	Earth	has	sinned,	“for	the	Earth,
too,	had	on	her	Black	Veil.”	This	shows	that	Mr.	Hooper	believed	that	sin	is	a	part	of	nature	and	it	is	a	natural	thing	to	be	sinners.	Even	Earth,	His	own	creation,	is	hiding	her	secret	under	a	black	veil.	Hawthorne	says	this	to	show	Mr.	Hooper’s	point	that	people	have	an	inborn	sinful	nature	and	it	is	not	always	represented	by	literally	wearing	a	black
veil.	In	other	words,	he	says	that	even	people	who	do	not	wear	a	black	veil	equally	have	secret	sins,	“If	I	hide	my	face	for	sorrow,	there	is	a	cause	enough…and	if	I	cover	it	for	secret	sin,	what	mortal	might	not	do	the	same?”	People	hide	their	real	self	to	prevent	being	criticized	by	society	and	because	they	are	ashamed	of	what	they	have	done.	He	pays
a	high	price	in	the	attempt	of	teaching	society	the	nature	of	sins.	The	people	who	used	to	admire	him	are	now	afraid	and	confused	so	he	is	forced	to	live	a	lonely	live.	Following	this	further,	he	influences	people	to	believe	the	moral	lesson	behind	his	decision	of	wearing	the	veil.	He	wants	people	to	In	the	“Minister's	Black	Veil”	Nathaniel	Hawthorne
uses	symbolism	to	represent	secret	sin	and	shows	the	theme	is	death.	The	main	character	named	Mr.	Hooper	wears	a	black	veil	In	the	story	Hooper	wears	a	black	veil	which	symbolizes	hiding	sin.	“But	what	if	the	world	will	not	believe	that	it	is	the	type	of	an	innocent	sorrow?”	urged	Elizabeth.	“Beloved	and	respected	as	you	are,	there	may	be
whispers	that	you	hide	your	face	under	the	consciousness	of	secret	sin.	For	the	sake	of	your	holy	office,	do	away	this	scandal!”	The	color	rose	into	her	cheeks	as	she	intimated	the	nature	of	the	rumors	that	were	already	abroad	in	the	village.	(Hawthorne	477)	Throughout	the	town	citizens	are	spreading	rumors	about	Mr.	Hooper	using	the	veil	to	hide
his	sins	…show	more	content…	Hooper’s	face!”	“Something	must	surely	be	amiss	with	Mr.	Hooper’s	intellects,”	observed	her	husband,	the	physician	of	the	village.	“But	the	strangest	part	of	the	affair	is	the	effect	of	this	vagary,	even	on	a	sober-minded	man	like	myself.	The	black	veil,	though	it	covers	only	our	pastor’s	face,	throws	its	influence	over	his
whole	person,	and	makes	him	ghostlike	from	head	to	foot.	Do	you	not	feel	it	so?”	“Truly	do	I,”	replied	the	lady;	“and	I	would	not	be	alone	with	him	for	the	world.	I	wonder	he	is	not	afraid	to	be	alone	with	himself!”	“Men	sometimes	are	so,”	said	her	husband.	….	“Why	do	you	look	back?”	said	one	in	the	procession	to	his	partner.	“I	had	a	fancy,”	replied
she,	“that	the	minister	and	the	maiden’s	spirit	were	walking	hand	in	hand.”	“And	so	had	I,	at	the	same	moment,”	said	the	other.	The	townspeople	talk	about	Mr.	Hooper	and	imply	that	he	might	have	been	with	the	maiden	before	her	passing,	which	would	mean	he	cheated	and	his	plighted	wife.	“Why	do	you	tremble	at	me	alone?	cried	he,	turning	his
veiled	face	round	the	circle	of	pale	spectators.	Tremble	also	at	each	other!	Have	men	avoided	me,	and	women	shown	no	pity,	and	children	screamed	and	fled,	only	for	my	black	veil?	What,	but	the	mystery	which	it	obscurely	typifies,	has	made	this	piece	of	crape	so	awful?”	(Hawthorne	482)	Mr.	Hooper	is	so	guilty	by	the	end	of	the	story,	One	day,
Parson	Hooper,	the	reverend	of	Milford,	arrives	at	mass	on	the	Sabbath	with	a	black	veil	covering	his	eyes.	The	townspeople	immediately	begin	to	gossip;	some	say	that	he	has	gone	mad,	while	others	believe	he	is	covering	a	shameful	sin.	The	Minister,	however,	acknowledges	neither	his	own	strange	appearance	nor	the	shocked	and	curious
whispering	of	the	townspeople.	An	energetic	preacher,	Hooper	delivers	a	sermon	that	was	as	powerful	as	the	rest	–	but,	due	to	his	veil,	the	people	felt	a	certain	sadness	and	mysteriousness	in	his	words.	Following	the	sermon,	the	townspeople	continued	to	gossip	about	the	mystery	of	the	veil.	Mr.	Hooper	continued	to	act	as	always,	greeting	the
children	and	saluting	his	neighbors.	But,	he	was	met	with	bewildered	looks	as	the	crowd	avoided	him.	As	he	turned,	a	sad	smile	crept	from	underneath	his	veil.	The	minister	appears	again	at	two	important	ceremonies.	First,	he	attends	a	funeral,	where	the	people	continue	to	fearfully	gossip	that	the	dead	woman	shuddered	under	the	minister’s	gaze.
That	evening,	he	attends	a	wedding,	and	casts	a	dark	horror	over	the	lively	event.	Mr.	Hooper	makes	a	toast	to	the	couple,	but	in	doing	so,	catches	his	own	reflection	in	the	glass,	a	sight	so	frightful	that	he	spilled	the	wine	and	left	immediately.	His	lover,	Elizabeth,	attempts	to	uncover	the	mystery	that	none	had	yet	been	able	to	solve.	In	response	to
her	questions,	though,	Hooper	only	maintains	that	the	veil	is	a	symbol	that	he	is	bound	to	wear	day	and	night,	and	that	no	mortal	shall	ever	see	it	withdrawn.	Even	Elizabeth,	he	says,	cannot	see	his	face.	She	inquires	as	to	whether	the	veil	is	to	demonstrate	sorrow	or	sin.	He	replies	that	“if	I	hide	my	face	for	sorrow,	there	is	cause	enough,	and	if	I	cover
it	for	secret	sin,	what	mortal	might	not	do	the	same?”	He	asks	Elizabeth	not	to	desert	him,	and	tells	her	that	he	is	lonely	behind	the	veil.	She	asks	him	to	lift	the	veil	just	once,	but	he	refuses.	At	her	departure,	Hooper	smiles	sadly	again.For	the	rest	of	his	life,	Hooper	was	conscious	of	the	fear	his	veil	instilled	in	the	townspeople.	It	hurt	him	when
children	ran	from	him,	and	when	rumors	surfaced	of	a	terrible	crime	he	was	hiding.	He	as	“irreproachable	in	outward	act,	yet	shrouded	in	dismal	suspicious;	kind	and	loving,	though	unloved	and	dimly	feared;	a	man	apart	from	men,	shunned	in	their	health	and	joy,	but	ever	summon	to	their	aid	in	mortal	anguish.”	At	Hooper’s	deathbed,	Reverend
Clark	prays	that	Hooper	allow	the	veil	to	be	lifted.	But	Hooper	resists	with	surprising	strength.	Still	bearing	his	sad	smile,	Hooper	accuses	the	rest	of	the	crowd,	asking	why	they	tremble	at	him	alone.	All	the	townspeople	have	avoided	him	and	show	him	no	pity,	he	says.	They	are	all	hypocrites,	as	they	all	wear	“black	veils”	and	shield	their	eyes	from
God	when	they	confide	in	others.	Hopper	dies	and	is	buried	with	his	black	veil,	his	eyes	forever	covered.	AnalysisThough	some	may	wonder	why	Hooper	chooses	to	wear	the	veil,	the	reason	is	not	a	central	point	of	the	story.	In	fact,	it	is	the	ambiguity	that	makes	the	reaction	of	the	townspeople	all	the	more	telling	of	their	inherent	sin	and	hypocritical
nature.	While	speculating	as	to	what	horrific	crime	the	minister	must	have	committed,	they	overlook	their	own	crimes,	both	large	and	small.	The	minister	becomes	someone	who	is	readily	called	in	times	of	need,	but	completely	avoided	in	times	of	happiness.	They	shun	him,	only	because	of	a	simple	veil	–	and	in	doing	so,	demonstrate	how	shallow	and
unappreciative	their	faith	truly	is.	There	are	a	number	of	ways	to	interpret	the	relationship	between	the	townspeople	and	the	minister.	In	one	case,	as	described	above,	the	people	fear	what	they	do	not	understand,	and	attribute	any	strange	behaviors	to	madness	or	a	certain	evil.	At	no	point	in	the	story	do	the	people	attempt	to	consider	the	symbolic
significance	of	the	veil,	rather	they	gossip	about	what	actions	caused	Hooper's	apparent	shame.	The	townspeople	are	driven	by	curiosity	and	superstition	rather	than	humanity.The	minister	already	inwardly	bears	the	community’s	sin	by	listening	to	their	confessions.	It	is	possible	that	the	minister	chose	to	make	the	greatest	sacrifice	he	could,	by
bearing	the	sins	of	the	community	in	a	visible	way.	In	doing	so,	the	community	should	have	understood	and	appreciated	his	constant	support	and	strength	of	faith.	On	the	contrary,	they	gossiped	about	his	sin	as	if	it	were	greater	than	their	own,	and	as	if	in	seeing	his	outward	expression	of	sin,	they	could	overlook	their	internal	crimes.	In	the	end,	the
minister	points	out	how	all	the	townspeople	have	treated	him	poorly,	neglecting	their	own	sin	and	focusing	on	his.	But,	it	seems	that	they	never	truly	understood,	or	repented,	their	actions,	as	the	story	closes	with	the	frightful	thought	that	the	minister’s	face	still	lay	behind	the	veil	even	in	death.Other	interpretations	believe	the	veil	acted	as	a	mirror,
making	all	the	townspeople	more	aware	of	their	own	sins.	The	more	aware	they	became	of	their	own	sinful	nature,	the	more	uncomfortable	they	were,	and	thus	being	around	the	minister	and	seeing	his	veil	troubled	them	deeply,	even	during	happy	times.	Finally,	other	critics	have	claimed	that	the	minister	had	committed	a	grave	offense,	such	as
adultery	with	the	girl	whose	funeral	he	attended,	and	this	was	the	reason	that	he	could	not	tell	Elizabeth	what	his	crime	had	been.	
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